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MINUTES OF THE 31ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SRI LANKA 
ASSOCIATION OF WASHINGTON, D.C., (SLAWDC) AND THE SRI LANKA 

ASSOCIATION OF GREATER WASHINGTON, INC. (SLAGW) HELD ON SATURDAY, 
MARCH 25, 2006 

 
 
The 31st Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka Association of Washington, D.C., (SLAWDC) and its tax-
exempt affiliate, Sri Lanka Association of Greater Washington, Inc., (SLAGW) was held on Saturday, March 
25, 2006 at the Sligo Creek Center with the President, Mr. Nihal Goonewardene in the Chair.  Associated with 
the President in conducting the meeting was Secretary, Mrs. Ranjinee Rudran and Assistant Secretary  
Mrs. Sandra Ismail. 
 
The President welcomed the Membership and commented he was happy to note that it was a record turnout for 
an Annual General Meeting.  
 
The President requested the membership to observe a minute of silence to honor the memory of Mr. Donald Y. 
McCoy, an honorary member who passed away on January 1, 2006 and Mr. David Loos, a Life Member who 
passed away on October 26, 2005.  He further stated that their spouses were grateful for the many condolences 
from the membership. 
  
1. Adoption of the Agenda and the Notice Convening the 31st Annual General Meeting of the 

Association.
 
Prior to calling for the Adoption of the Agenda, the President informed the Membership that Mrs. Ranji Rudran 
had requested the deletion of Agenda Item 2 - Board resolution to award honorary membership to Mrs. Rudran 
for long and dedicated service to the Association and the community.  He briefly informed the membership that 
Mrs. Rudran had done a tremendous job serving the community and the Association under eight presidents, but 
that he was regretfully abiding by her decision not to accept the honor at this time.   As such, Agenda Item 2 
was deleted from the proceedings.  Mr. Prasanth Cherubim agreed with the President’s statement that it was not 
a good day to honor Mrs. Rudran.   
 
A discussion ensued regarding the extension of voting rights to the year 2005 members.  Dr. Rudy Rudran 
quoted Article 1 (e) of the Constitution and stated that such an extension would violate the Constitution.  The 
President then asked the assembly if there was anyone present who had not paid membership dues for 2006.  
Since there was no response from the house it was concluded that only dues paying members were present.   
 
Mrs. Sheila Codippily addressed the President stating that Item 6 should be taken off the Agenda as it was not 
relevant to the Annual General Meeting, since issues arising from the last AGM were addressed at the SGM last 
November and that the house agreed to put the matter to rest.  The President stated that one of the issues was 
concerning the IRS. Mr. Lasantha Dahanaike pointed out that if there was an IRS issue to be discussed it should 
have been listed as a specific Agenda Item.  
 
Mrs. Codippily then stated that if there were minor issues to be discussed about the IRS etc, it should come 
under “any other business”.  The President agreed to move Agenda Item 6 under “Any other business”. 
 
Mr. Clement Abeyegoonawardene brought to the attention of the President that Item 10 should be a matter for 
the new Board and not to be discussed at the AGM. Item 10 was therefore removed. 



  
With above amendments, the Agenda was duly adopted, proposed by Mr. Basil Rajakumaran and seconded by 
Dr. Hilarian Codippily. 
 
2. Board Resolution to award honorary membership to Ranji Rudran for long and dedicated service 

to the Association and the community. 
 
The above item was deleted as mentioned earlier.   
 
3. Adoption of the Minutes of the 30th Annual General Meeting of the Association held on March 26, 

2005, and the Special General Meeting of the Association on November 5, 2005. 
 
Dr. Hilarian Codippily, presenting a written statement, commented that the Minutes as presented included a 
number of positive features.  In response to queries at the last AGM and the SGM, the report, he said, provides 
a useful description of the main projects supported by the Tsunami funds.  It also provided an informative table 
giving relevant data on 34 projects, of which 30 are completed and 4 are ongoing.  This, he said, is a useful 
start, but needs further work.  For example, a classification showing emergency relief vs. reconstruction projects 
would have been helpful – it would have at once shown the total value of emergency relief work, instead of 
having to add up the relevant line items.  Another area that needed work concerns monitoring and evaluation of 
results on the ground – to assess the beneficiaries’ views on projects, the quality of works, and cost 
effectiveness.  This could be done for two or three of the larger projects.   
 
Dr. Codippily then suggested that the following amendments be made to the minutes before they are adopted. 
 
1.  In Section 3 of the Annual Report, there is some confusion between what Dr. Codippily said and what Mrs. 
Sheila Codippily had said.  Therefore, the following corrections were suggested. 
 
In the paragraph beginning with “Mrs. Codippily”, move the first sentence to the next paragraph.  Thus, the 
amended paragraph should read as: 
 
“Mrs. Codippily cautioned the President that the Association is still in the probationary period of the 501 (c) (3) 
status, and the fact that the Association has grown into a larger, different category of operations than originally 
envisioned. As such the IRS should be informed of this fact, she said”. 
 
The next paragraph should be amended to read as: 
 
Dr. Codippily stated that the Annual Report should show the detailed accounts with sub-accounts for each 
project, highlighting the cost, number of beneficiaries, and the nature of the project.  He also commented that 
previously the SLAGW envisaged project expenditures at a level of only $2000, compared to the current level 
of over 100 times that amount.  In this context, Mrs. Codippily stated that instead of holding on to tsunami 
funds, these should be disbursed as soon as possible to the victims through prominent NGOs in Sri Lanka. [The 
rest of the paragraph remains the same]  
 
2.  In Section 3, of the report, the paragraph beginning “The President referred to the enormous amount of work 
………” contains inaccuracies, comments and derogatory statements.  The following changes were suggested: 
 
Delete the sentence which reads: “He referred to our nativist tendencies that lurked below the Sri Lankan 
character, despite academic trappings and/or the veneer of Western sophistication, to wallow in envy and 
innuendo to belittle or demean good work done by others who engage in uplifting endeavor”. 
 



Delete the sentence that read as “The House heartily agreed with this assessment” 
 
3.  In Section 6 of the report, the sentence that reads: “Following the break, the Election Committee Chairman 
…… full term” is inaccurate.  It should be replaced by the following sentence:   
 
“Following the break, the Election Committee Chairman, considering the ambiguity in the Constitution as to 
when the three-year period of the President’s term of office should begin and end and in response to a proposal  
by Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage and others from the floor, decided to take a vote on whether Mr. Nihal 
Goonewardene should serve three or twelve months, from the date of the election.  
 
Dr. Codippily then stated that he also had some general comments and questions regarding the Accounts, as 
given below, but would leave it to the accounting professionals for more detailed comments: 
 

(a) Whether the funds collected in Sri Lanka are included in the statements? 
 
(b) Is the sum of $137,847 for emergency relief mentioned in the SLAGW fully disbursed? 

 
(c) Are the remaining funds sufficient to cover the ongoing projects? 

 
(d) Can more details of the big projects, e.g. Project No. 25 for US$75,000 for Eco-friendly cultivation of 

high value fruit crops and housing construction?  
 
SLAGW and the 501 (c) (3) Status:  As most of you know, the advance-ruling period of the tax-exempt status 
ended on January 31, 2006.  Has the final filing been done as indicated as a pending task in the Annual Report? 
 
Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage inquired as to why certain companies were listed as “life members” of the 
Association just because they were donors.  The President explained that these were not Life Members but their 
contribution was recognized for life. 
 
Mrs. Codippily stated that such recognition should be accorded only to the membership and not outsiders.  
 
Mr. Abeyegoonawardene stated that these companies do not have a status in the Association; therefore they 
should not be recognized in such a manner. 
 
Mr. Kamal Dorabawila inquired from the President if this motion was adopted by the Board. President informed 
that it was decided during a Charitable Committee meeting of SLAGW. 
 
Mrs. Codippily quoted Article 1(i) of SLAWDC bylaws, stating that the recognition is only valid for one year. 
 
Mrs. Romanie De Silva stated that the donors received tax benefits. Therefore it was not necessary for the 
Association to recognize these donors for life. Instead, she stated that a thank you letter would suffice. 
 
The President addressed the membership stating that the Association has made in-roads with Sri Lankan 
Americans and the American public, corporations and charities by appealing to their generosity on a variety of 
initiatives sponsored by SLAGW.  The response to these initiatives, particularly for tsunami reconstruction and 
humanitarian de-mining, has been exceptional.  Honoring significant donors contributing $250 or more in a 
given year was adopted by Board resolution at the recommendation of the Committee for Charitable Giving in 
2002, soon after SLAGW was given provisional approval by IRS.  Such donors were given a 2-year honorary 
membership in the Association and this would be further extended by one year if they continued to donate at the 
same or higher level in each subsequent year.  Donors who exceed $10,000 in total giving over one year or 



more were recognized as Endowing Donors and listed in continuity in the Annual Report.  Many such donors in 
this higher category have been foundations and corporations.   
 
Mr. Kosala Tantula referred to the newsletter distributed last year and stated that the president had made 
adverse comments. Mr. Tantula stated that the newsletter is published for the benefit of the community and not 
to be used as a personal tool. He further stated that it was very offensive and unethical to publish such 
information. 
 
Mr. Dhanu Ponnamperuma made a critical comment to the published minutes that they are not accurately 
documented. 
 
Mr. Lasantha Dahanaike’s detailed an account of the inaccuracies contained in the Annual Report, regarding his 
statement, the minutes etc., was mentioned, distributed to the house and presented to the Secretary for the 
record. (Attachment 1) 
 
Subject to the above amendments, Mr. Hiru Padmakumara proposed that the Minutes be adopted and Mr. 
Avinesh De Silva seconded the same. 
 
4. Adoption of the Annual Report and the Statement of Accounts of the Association for the year 

ending January 31, 2006 and addenda available at the AGM for the period February 1 to March 
15, 2006

 
The Financial Statements for the year ending January 31, 2006, and addenda for February 1 to March 15, 2006, 
prepared by SLAWDC and SLAGW Treasurers Mr. Gayanga Opatha and Dr. Rudran, respectively, and 
certified by the Honorary Auditor Mr. Terry Kuruppu, were presented by the President with the following 
comments for further clarification of the section on Finances in the Annual Report. 
  
With regard to SLAGW, the President commented on 1. Audited Financial Statements of SLAGW for year 
ending January 31, 2006, prepared by external auditor V. Paul & Associates, Inc. and certified by Leslie 
Partridge, CPA of the same firm, were introduced by the President, along with 2. An interim financial statement 
for February 1 to March 15 prepared by SLAGW Treasurer Dr. Rudran and certified by Honorary Auditor Terry 
Kuruppu, and 3. SLAGW’s tax return for 2005 filed on March 23, 2006 by the CPA firm and signed by the 
President, and 4. SLAGW’s Support Schedule for Advance Ruling Period, 2001 through 2005, submitted to IRS 
on March 23 under President’s signature. 
 
The President thanked Dr. Rudran for his diligence and long hours of effort to accurately document donations, 
grants, income and miscellaneous expenditures during an extremely busy period in our young organization’s 
history.  He also thanked the former Honorary Auditor Edward Nedimala and current Honorary Auditor Terry 
Kuruppu for their services to the Association and to SLAGW in particular.  He also acknowledged the fine 
work done by SLAWDC Treasurer Gayanga Opatha to close the year. 
 
Dr. Codippily requested additional details on the variety of projects to gain an understanding of the selection 
and implementation process, and significant aspects of certain grant projects.  
 
The President explained in detail the process by which projects are selected and funds are distributed.  
Beginning with an unsolicited request for assistance or a director-recommended project, the prospective 
recipient organization is required to submit a project proposal with the following information: 
 

- Project profile, location, demographic character of the community, and the level of need for services or 
infrastructure. 



- Address the issue of land availability and/or pending or executed grant of land by donor or local 
authority if housing construction is requested. 

- Provide a preliminary cost proposal, which will refine and negotiated with the President of SLAGW 
prior to presentation to the Board for consideration.  In some instances, with Board guidance, matching 
funds from the recipient or other benefactors have been a condition of the grant approved by the Board. 

- Once Board-approved, the President prepares a grant agreement for execution by SLAGW and the 
recipient. 

 
- The grant agreement specifies the payment schedule subject to certain verifiable benchmarks being met 

before the second and succeeding tranches are released to the recipient organization.  This has been 
accomplished by photographs documenting progress for construction projects and by site visits by 
directors or by Government Agents in remote locations, in rare occasions. 

 
The President further stated that: 
 
1. Whole Foods Market donated $75,000 to SLAGW for the establishment of an eco-village in Weligama 

for 50 fishing families numbering 400 persons displaced by the tsunami.  The proposal for the grant was 
prepared by Target Agriculture in Weligama, the project executor and recipient of land for the village 
from the Government.  Target has provided housing and livelihoods for the new settlers in high value 
horticulture with additional grant aid received from German charities. 

 
2. The 1400 used bicycles and 165 new mountain bikes were shipped to Sri Lanka in a public-private 

partnership.  The used bikes were donated by Bikes for the World in McLean, VA and a Chicago-based 
bicycle club, with the new bikes coming from Brunswick Corp.  SLAGW undertook to ship the bikes, 
their clearance on arrival in Colombo, any repair before release to recipients, and selection and 
distribution to all ethnic groups in need of transportation in the camps for tsunami-displaced people in 
Galle, Jaffna, Batticaloa, Ampara, Trincomalee, Matara, Akurala, etc.  

 
3. A housing project was started with The Janavijaya Foundation in Habaraduwa for tsunami-displaced 

soldiers from the Sri Lanka Army Light Infantry Regiment on land deeded by the Galle District 
Secretariat.  SLAGW executed a grant agreement with Janavijaya to provide 14 houses through our own 
funds up to $65,800, and the balance of  $51,700 through grants from Marshall Legacy Institute (MLI) 
in Arlington, VA (4 homes @ $20,000) and the rest from AdoptSriLanka (about $30,000). Both parties 
have given favorable preliminary approval for consideration.  A payment of $50,000 was made by 
SLAGW in February.    

        
Dr. Codippily enquired whether the procedure for monitoring and cost effectiveness was carried out.  
 
Mr. Terry Kuruppu enquired whether the new Board will receive feed back from the on going projects. 
 
The President explained that Board members have visited the projects to monitor and evaluate progress, and 
that these projects have built-in reporting requirements for graduated release of funds based on benchmarks 
in the grant agreements. 
 
Regarding the Statement of Accounts, the Honorary Auditor, Terry Kuruppu stated that he was satisfied 
with the few projects he had time to look at. 
 
 Mrs. S. Salgado referred to an apparent discrepancy in the addendum to the SLAGW accounts. Dr. Rudran 
responded that certain deposits were made, however these were not recorded, hence the discrepancy. 
 



Ms. Sudammi Ranasinghe referred to the minutes of the November 2006 SGM, and read the following 
statement. 
 
I wish to present the following statement to correct inaccuracies reflected in the minutes of the Special General 
Meeting held on November 5, 2005. 
 
The minutes indicate that the President detailed the steps leading to the audit, which included the statement that 
the “annual accounts were compiled by the newly elected Treasurer of the SLAGW”.  The President did not 
make such a statement.  In addition, if this statement is valid there was no necessity to contract V. Paul and 
Associates to compile the FY2005 statements and present a compilation report. 
 
As the same firm prepared the compilation and performed the audit, I questioned the propriety of the audited 
statements in relation to the independence of the opinion received.  The minutes indicate that the “President 
explained that the compilation was essentially the work of the former Treasurer for the period in question, and 
the finalization of same by the current Treasurer, in consultation with the Honorary Auditor”.  This statement is 
false.  The President’s answer to my observation in succinct form was that, this was the first time the 
Association performed an audit and was unaware of such requirements.  The CPA firm did not comment about 
my observation at that time. 
 
I also commented on the fact that the Association’s audit report included an OMB Circular A-133 report on 
internal controls over financial reporting and compliance, which is only required for organizations that receive 
Federal grants over a certain dollar threshold.  I stated that since it was not a requirement to have such an 
audit performed it would have been a waste of Association’s resources if additional payment was made to the 
CPA firm for the said report.  The President’s answer was that no additional payment was made for the OMB 
Circular A-133 report on internal controls over financial reporting and compliance.  This discussion has been 
excluded from the minutes. 
 
The following statement is false in its entirety as the President did not make the statement at the meeting. 
 
“He also asked how a small organization such as SLAGW can retain two outside CPA firms to perform two 
different functions, as she saw them, when the Treasurer’s role in compiling the accounts have not been an 
issue to date for either SLAWDC or SLAGW”. 
 
Mr. Kamal Dorabawila enquired about the $35,000 in future commitments, and how these monies were going to 
be raised.  
 
The President explained that these commitments have been made for on-going projects and this money will 
have to be raised by the new Board.   
 
Mr. Dahanaike asked why the President overcommitted and pointed out that the Board was not aware about the 
deficit and it was not shown in the Statement of Accounts presented at the last Board meeting. He further stated 
that in the history of the Association the Board has never been in such a situation where it has been handed over 
to a new Board with such a huge liability. 
 
The President stated that the biggest commitment is the one to Janavijaya amounting to a total of $67,500 with 
supplemental funding from MLI and AdoptSriLanka included.  SLAGW’s total direct commitment to 
Janavijaya is for 14 homes at a cost of $65,800, with the Board working with MLI and AdoptSL to raise the 
supplemental $51,700.  The president offered to help the new Board in this regard with their representations to 
MLI, AdoptSL and other donors.  
 



Mrs. Sheila Codippily stated that it was unfair to leave a Board of volunteers with a deficit of such a magnitude. 
She further stated that over commitments should not have been made. 
 
Mr. Basil Rajakumaran proposed that the Annual Report be adopted and Mr. Hiru Padmakumara seconded the 
same. 
 
5. President’s Address by Nihal W. Goonewardene 

 
The President made the following comments:  
 

1. Anura Karunaratne Memorial Fund and discussions with the Karunaratne family, who wished to 
defer disbursement of the fund of $1,585 in SLAGW until they visited Sri Lanka later in 2006 to 
identify a suitable recipient charity for cancer victims. 

2. Having contacted the Mithuruwela Cancer Victims Network as a potential beneficiary of the 
Karunaratne Fund, and the path breaking awareness work done by them for victims and 
caregivers, the president and Mrs. Goonewardene made a personal donation through SLAGW to 
Mithuruwela to prepare and disseminate 5,000 educational brochures on prostate cancer in all 
three languages. 

3. Adopt S/L was SLAGW’s biggest partner in tsunami reconstruction, concentrated in housing 
construction in Mirissa and Weligama in the South. They raised nearly $363,000 through 
SLAGW, and co-funded and cost shared with us to the tune of $33,000.  SLAGW disbursed 
$330,000 to AdoptSL for housing projects. 

4. Along with the SLAGW 2005 Tax Return, the Support Schedule for Advance Ruling Period was 
filed under the president’s signature on March 23, 2006.  This is an important filing for the 
Internal Revenue Service to determine SLAGW’s eligibility to operate as a public charity under 
the tax code.  Given the high level of public financial support for SLAGW from more than 2,000 
donors and the diversity of grant funding provided by SLAGW under the provisional approval 
guidelines specified by IRS in 2001 upon incorporation, the president expressed his confidence 
in SLAGW receiving a favorable ruling. 

 
The following questions/comments were made by the House. 
 
a. How will the current Board raise 35,000 as volunteers, since the enthusiasm of Tsunami fund raising has 

died down? 
President offered his assistance in a voluntary capacity. 
 

b. Mr. Kosala Tantula inquired as to why the Association did not have the annual dinner dance.      
Secretary Mrs. Rudran explained that she and Asst. Secretary Sandra Ismail were the main organizers of 
the 7-A-Side cricket dance for which the Holiday Inn Silver Spring had been reserved. She further stated 
that due to the problems within the Board, the sales of tickets were not assured and therefore the 7-a-
Side cricket dance as well as the New Year’s Eve gala was cancelled. 
 

c. Mr. Dhanu Ponnamperuma stated that the Board was willing to work but the President’s autocratic 
mannerisms were unacceptable. He further stated that most of the Board members were left in the dark 
where projects and other matters were concerned. 

 
d. Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage stated that for the past two years the President did a fine job, however 

after the Tsunami things changed and it seemed like the President was also hit by the Tsunami. 
 



e. Mr. Kosala Tantula enquired as to why the President’s business addressed was used as the official 
address for SLAWDC. He further commented that this is free advertising for President’s personal 
business and it was inappropriate. 

 
f. Mr. Kavan Weerasinghe commented that even though the membership were unhappy with the 

President’s handling of the Tsunami funds, he urged the membership to restrain themselves from 
criticizing the President so harshly as  there were children present. 

 
g. Mr. Basil Rajakumaran concurred by stating “have we not roasted him enough?”  

 
Ms. Christine Wiratunga addressed the membership and thanked the Board for the hard work undertaken during 
the Tsunami to help Sri Lanka.  She also stated that she was proud to be a member of this Association and 
wished the new Board the best of luck. 
 
6. Election of the Board of Directors for 2006/2007, Chaired by Mr. Prasanth Cherubim, Chairman 

of the Election Committee.  Members may also nominate candidates from the floor at the Annual 
General Meeting in accordance with procedures of Article (VII (B)) of the Constitution. 

 
The Election Committee comprised of Mr. Prasanth Cherubim, Chairman, Mr. Kamal Dorabawila and Mr. 
Saliya Herath. Mr. Cherubim opened the Election procedure by reading a statement from Mr. Harisha 
Bastiampillai, a former President of the Sri Lanka Association.  
 
It is with great sadness that I read the diatribes and polemics that have been circulated in the last year among 
the membership of the Sri Lanka Association.  When I left the DC area, it was with indelible memories of a 
community firmly united without regard to race, class, age, or gender.  In short, our Association was a model of 
what our motherland should be.  Unfortunately, an event that should have united us even more, i.e., the tragedy 
of the Tsunami, has torn us apart.  If disunity is our ultimate fate, how can we ever hope for unity in Sri Lanka?  
And of equal importance, how can we ever hope for the passage of our culture and traditions, and most 
importantly, our camaraderie, to our children?   
 
 How did this situation ever arise, and more importantly, how can it be rectified?  We must all swallow 
our egos, shield our emotions, and enter this election as blank slates solely focused on what is best for our 
Association.  There is no question that Nihal’s presidency was a period of unprecedented prosperity and 
activity for our Association.  Let us give credit where credit is due.  Our dreams in 1999 of taking this 
Association to the next level have been realized in Nihal’s Presidency.  And there is no question that he rose to 
the occasion, as did you all, in the face of the great tragedy rendered by the tsunami. 
 
 At the same time, our Association is a democracy of equals.  No one person is above inquiry and 
reproach, and, if the membership wants additional information on the activities of the Board it should get it.  
We should above all be a transparent association.  Every member of the Association should be considered to be 
a de facto member of the Board. 
 
 It is also vital that we hold true to the principles of succession that we sought to establish in 1999.  The 
President-Elect was designed to step into the office of President upon the departure of the current President, 
and the position was intended to be an apprenticeship for the vast responsibilities of the office of President.  
There can be no question that Lasantha has carried out that apprenticeship, and all indications are that he has 
done it well.  If there are no other impediments to his succession, he should naturally assume the office of the 
Presidency.   
 



Our Constitution has always been a living document.  In many instances, we deviated from the letter of 
the document, to give life to its spirit.  If we take the life out of the document, we take the life out of our 
Association. 

 
It is my sincere hope that you all bury your hatchets, resolve your grudges, and cleanse your anger at the 

AGM.  There are far too many issues that our Association and community face to allow this fracture to not heal.  
We need to give due accord to our past leaders, and embrace our new ones.  We cannot splinter into an 
Association divided by age or class.  The legacy of our great Association lies in the balance.  I urge you all to 
rise to the occasion as you have countless times before.  
 
After reading the above statement Mr. Cherubim made the formal announcements: 

 
Proposed   Seconded 

President (Automatic Succession) 
Lasantha Dahanaike   Sena Basnayake  Edward Peiris 
 
Dr. Rudran intervened and stated that it was inappropriate for Mr. Lasantha Dahanaike to be eligible for 
Automatic Succession to the post of President, and at the same time to be nominated to this post by Messrs. 
Sena Basnayake and Edward Peiris.  Dr. Rudran stated Mr. Dahanaike did not stand for re-election as President-
Elect in 2005. Instead he was appointed by the 2005 Election Committee Chairman in violation of article Seven 
(b) (iii) of the constitution. Thereafter Dr. Rudran requested the House to carry out a vote to elect Mr. 
Dahanaike as President-elect. The House overwhelmingly disagreed and stated that this issue was resolved last 
November at the SGM by the membership and that Mr. Dahanaike was already the duly elected President-elect. 
The house then requested the Chairman of the Election Committee to move on with the election process. 
 
However, Dr. Rudran continued to object to Mr. Dahanaike being elected as President claiming that it was a 
violation of the Constitution. After many back and forth arguments between the House and Dr. Rudran, Mr. 
Cherubim finally firmly stated that he was over-ruling Dr. Rudran’s objections and declared Mr. Dahanaike as 
President.  
 
Mr. Goonewardene then approached the Chairman and asked whether he could address the house on this matter. 
Mr. Cherubim stated to Mr. Goonewardene that it is “done and over” and that Mr. Dahanaike was the duly 
elected President of the Association. The House applauded and the Chairman continued with the rest of the 
elections. 
  
President Elect   Proposer   Seconder 
 
Dakshi De Silva   Lasantha Dahanaike  Anomi Wijesooriya 
 
Secretary 
Sandra Ismail   Rashika Padmakumara  Kumar Peiris 
 
Assistant Secretary 
Rashika Padmakumara  Hilarian Codippily  Sandra Ismail 
 
Treasurer – SLAWDC 
Dhanusha Ponnamperuma  Hilarian Codippily  Suraj Navaratne 
 
 
 



Treasurer-SLAGW 
 
Mr. Cherubim stated that Dr. Rudy Rudran who was elected last year as SLAGW Treasurer, for a period of two 
years, and would remain as treasurer.  Dr. Rudran declined to serve his second year. 
 
Mr. Suraj Navaratne was proposed by Mr. Dhanu Ponnamperuma and seconded by Mr. Kosala Tantula. 
 
The Chairman requested Mr. Navaratne to withdraw his nomination as a Director, prior to confirming his 
nomination as Treasurer, SLAGW. 
 
The following directors were nominated and seconded to serve on the Board for 2006/2007. 
 
Directors     Proposed   Seconded 
 
Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage   Christine Wiratunga  Sandra Ismail 
 
Ms. Anomi Wijesooriya   Hiru Padmakumara  Sheila Codippily 
 
Mr. Upul Abeywarna    Shane Ismail   Dhanusha Ponnamperuma 
 
Mr. Kenneth Abeywickrama   Edward Peries   Lasantha Dahanaike 
 
Mr. Gayanga Opatha was nominated from the floor, proposed by Mr. Dhanu Ponnamperuma and seconded by 
Mr. Terry Kuruppu. 

 
7. Election of the Honorary Auditor for 2006/2007 
 
Mr. Kosala Tantula was proposed by Ms. Anomi Wijesooriya and seconded by Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage. 
 
Dr. Gregory Fernandopulle observed that this is democracy in action and it is real life.  He thanked the out-
going President and the Board, and the Constitutional Committee for the hard work undertaken by them and he 
pointed out that all the energy should be harnessed towards something good. 
 
Dr. Codippily addressed the gathering with words of support and encouragement to the newly elected Board. He 
further stated that he has the fullest confidence and trust that the directors will carry out an excellent job for the 
community. 
 
8. Remarks by the Newly Elected President. 
 
Mr. Dahanaike welcomed those present. He then stated that democracy works at its best, not when the majority 
rules, but when the majority rules with the consent of the minority. He appealed for all factions to put aside their 
differences and work with this new Board to unite this community and put some fun back into our work. He 
further stated that we needed to bring back much needed sanity into this Association.  
 
Mr. Dahanaike explained that in the last two weeks directors and members had been up until midnight calling 
their friends, sending faxes, e-mails, making house calls and begging clueless members for proxies, and that the 
saddest part is that some members purposely left town this weekend so that they could avoid this AGM. 
 
Mr. Dahanaike stressed that we must seriously look into the proxy matter and evaluate its effectiveness. He 
stated that people from around the country are joining the Association just to vote at the AGM. He exclaimed 



that this practice was unacceptable, and the right to vote by proxy was not meant to be misused as a tool for one 
side to take advantage of the other! 
 
Mr. Dahanaike thanked the members of the Elections Committee, Prasanth Cherubim, Kamal Dorabawila and 
Saliya Herath for a job very well done under extremely difficult and trying circumstances. He further thanked 
the members of the Constitutional Committee, Dr. Ranjan Amarasingha, Sena Basnayake and Sheila Codippily, 
who worked very hard throughout this past year to take out the grey areas and clean up the constitution and 
bylaws. He stated that this revised constitution that comes into effect today will assist the current Board as well 
as future Boards to keep in track the business of our Association as intended by the founders of the Association.  
 
Mr. Dahanaike further thanked the members of the Advisory Committee, Prasanth Cherubim, Christine 
Weeratunga, Elenor Sorbelo, Dakshi De Silva and Kamal Dorabawila, for stepping in last November at the 
Special General Meeting, during a grave period of our Association to intervene and mediate between the Board 
members. He finally thanked and expressed his gratitude to all who worked hard to elect him and the new 
Board! He stated that he was honored and humbled in the trust they have put in him and further thanked the past 
presidents who supported him, and who are present today. Mr. Dahanaike stated that he was accepting the 
baton, recognizing that he was only a keeper of this baton for a very short period, and not forgetting the hard 
work they have done in the last 30 years working mostly from their basements to establish an Association for 
Sri Lankans away from their motherland, to ‘associate’.  
 
Mr. Dahanaike promised to abide by the Constitution of this Association, and work towards accomplishing the 
Mission of the Association. Thereafter Mr. Dahanaike introduced the new Board to those present. 
 
Mrs. Romanie De Silva read a statement from President-Elect Mr. Dakshi De Silva who was not present at the 
meeting. She stated that he apologized for his absence due to overseas travel, and wished the new Board all the 
best, and looked forward to working towards a successful year. 
 
Mr. Dahanaike then thanked the members of the Board for agreeing to volunteer their time and join this Board. 
He promised them that their opinions will be discussed, and their right to dissent will be respected. He stated 
that we must all agree that it is okay to disagree and that all decisions made will be voted by the full Board! 
 
Mr. Dahanaike stated that the goals for the next year are simple and that he would like to see the Association 
work closely with Ambassador Goonethilake and his staff at the Embassy, support the DC/Wheaton Temple & 
the Catholic Organization, and also work with any Sri Lankan Hindu and or Muslim organizations, again 
keeping in mind that the Association is not a religious organization, and as always to work within the 
framework of the constitution. 
 
He stressed that he would like to see us unite and work in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in the Ranga 
Kala Kawaya, who have done so much for this community, especially in the area of culture/arts and 
entertainment in the last five years. He further acknowledged Mr. Upali Perera President of the RKK and others 
of his board who were present to support the Association today.  
 
Mr. Dahanaike also acknowledged the PYO, UMD, and Montgomery College and promised to support fellow 
members Rasan and Manjula who started “Wave of Hope” after the tsunami to build homes in SL. He further 
stated that the Association will continue to help the smaller charities we assisted prior to the tsunami, such as 
NEST, Richmond Fellowship Lanka, Manrosa Home of Love etc.  
 
Mr. Dahanaike addressed new Directors Mr. Dakshi De Silva, Mr. Kenneth Abeywickrama and Mr. Suraj 
Navaratne requesting them to work with the SLAGW Treasurer and “follow the money” and report their 
findings with regard to the tsunami disbursements. 
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The Board of Directors is pleased to preset the following Annual Report of the Association 
 
Patron and Vice Patrons 
 
Patron: Ambassador of Sri Lanka to the United States Bernard A.B. Goonetilleke. 
 
Vice Patrons:  Mr. Prasanth Cherubim and Dr. Hilarian Codippily 
 
Honorary Members  
 
The Honorary Members of the Association are:  Mr. Clement Abeyegoonewardene and Mrs. Pathma 
Liyanapathirana. 
 
Non-resident Honorary Members 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Jr. & Nancy P. Noble – Vermont  
 
Sustaining Members 
 
The following are recognized by the Board as Sustaining Members, who continue to pay annual dues, without 
regard to their Honorary or Life member status are Dr. and Mrs. Raj & Deepika Barr-Kumar, and Dr. & Mrs. 
Hilarian & Sheila Codippily. 
 
Life Members 
ABEYWICKRAMA, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Bernie    BADDELIYANAGE, Mr. & Mrs. Don  & Mangala 
AMERASINGHE,  Dr. & Mrs. Ranjan & Wimla,      BADDELIYANAGE, Mr. & Mrs. R. 
BARR-KUMAR, Dr. & Mrs. Raj & Deepika   BASNAYAKE, Mr. & Mrs. Sena & Nelum   
CODIPPILY, Dr. & Mrs. Hilarian & Sheila    DAHANAIKE, Mr. Lasantha     
DE FONSEKA, Dr. & Mrs.  Kamal    DE SILVA, Mr. & Mrs. Dakshi & Romanie    
DE ZOYSA, Ms. Rani      DON, Mr. Milroy    
FERNANDOPULLE, Dr. & Mrs. Greg &  Sulocha  FERNANDO, Mr. & Mrs. Vijitha & Sarla  
FONSEKA, Mr. & Mrs. Lalin & Ranmalee   GOONEWARDENE, Mr. & Mrs. Nihal & Crystal 
GUNASEKERA,  Mr. Ronald    HAPANGAMA, Mr. & Mrs. Ratna  & Anoma 
HERATH, Mr. Saliya     KARUNARATNE, Mr. & Mrs. S.   
KURUPPU, Mr. & Mrs.  Terry & Ranjini    LENORA, Mr. & Mrs. Nihal     
LOOS, Ms. Janine     MCCOY, Ms. Billie    
MUSHIN, Mr. & Mrs.  Mohamed & Sithy    NANAYAKKARA, Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Badhra 
NANAYAKKARA, Mr. & Mrs. Iroshana & Shayami  PERERA, Mr. Alex    
PERERA, Mr. & Mrs. Cecil & Therese   PERIES, Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Anna    
PERIES, Mr. Kumar     RAJAKUMARAN, Mr. & Mrs. Basil & Devika RANASINGHE, Mr. 
& Mrs. Bandula & Geetha     RANGANATHAN, Mr. & Mrs. A.    
RUDRAN, Dr. Rudy & Mrs. Ranji    SALGADO, Dr. & Mrs. Ranjith  & Surangani  
SALGADO, Mr. & Mrs. Ranil    SAMARASINGHE, Drs. Stanley & Vidya   
SENANAYAKE, Ms. Shantini    STORK, Mr. Ralph Ainslie    



TANTULA, Mr. & Mrs. Kosala    VITHANAGE, Ms. Charmini    
WIJETILLEKE, Drs. Lakdasa & Padma   WIRATUNGA, Mr. & Mrs. Ranjith & Christine  
 
Membership 
The Association is proud to announce a membership of 204 single and family dues paying members in addition 
to the 74 life members (4 of whom are also sustaining members), 2 Honorary Members. 
 
Finances 
SLAWDC ended its financial year with a balance of $8202.95.  The New Year’s Eve dance in 2006 was a 
challenge as the Board had to re-introduce this event after a lapse of one year.  The community had to be 
assured that the spirit of celebrating the New Year together would be as joyful as in the past.  The Board is 
pleased to announce that with some difficulty the dance made a net profit of $942.14.  
 
Annual General Meeting 
The following members were elected to serve on the Board for 2006/2007 at the Annual General Meeting held 
on March 25, 2006. 
 
President:  Lasantha Dahanaike  President Elect:   Dakshi De Silva 
Secretary:  Sandra Ismail   Asst. Secretary:   Rashika Padmakumara 
Treasurer: Dhanu Ponnamperuma  Treasurer:           Suraj Navaratne 
(SLAWDC)     (SLAGW) 
 
Directors: 
Upul Abeywarna    Gayanga Opatha 
Kenneth Abeywickrama   Anomi Wijesooriya 
Mangala Baddeliyanage 
 
Election of Honorary Auditor for 2006/2007 
Mr. Kosala Tantula was proposed by Ms. Anomi Wijesooriya and seconded by Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage to 
serve as Honorary Auditor of the Association for 2006/2007. 
 
Board Meetings and Special Committee for Charitable Giving 
The Board had three regular meetings and one emergency meeting during the year. Ms. Anomi Wijesooriya 
tendered her resignation during the year under review. The Board did not nominate anyone else to fill the 
vacancy for the remaining fiscal year. 
 
The Special Committee for Charitable Giving comprised of President Lasantha Dahanaike, President-elect 
Dakshi De Silva, Director - Kenneth Abeywickrama, and SLAGW Treasurer, Suraj Navaratne. The Special 
Committee met on five occasions during the fiscal year to discuss issues primarily concerning the Tsunami 
funds. President Dahanaike and President-elect Mr. De Silva also visited Sri Lanka with regards to the 
Tsunami projects that were funded. 
 
WWW.SLAWDC.Com
The SLAWDC website was revamped in 2006 to give a new look and include additional features.  The 
community can now view all community events besides that of SLAWDC listed on the calendar.  The 
community can also now advertise their business under “Community Businesses” for a nominal fee.  The Board 
wishes to thank Mrs. Dilini Abeywarna for her hard work in re-designing the website.  
 
 
 

http://www.slawdc.com/


Serendib 
The Associations newsletter was redesigned in 2006 and now includes community news in addition to that of 
SLAWDC.  The community’s response to the new look was enormous and the Board encourages the  
membership to contact the editor with any newsworthy items that they wish to be included. The Board also 
wishes to announce that the newsletter will now be only sent via e-mail and hard copies will be discontinued, 
keeping with changing times.  Any member who would like to have a hard copy can request for a black and 
white Newsletter from the editor. 
 
 
EVENTS DURING THE YEAR  
(Photographs can be found on the SLAWDC website at www.slawdc.com) 
 
Sinhala and Tamil New Year Celebrations 
Over 250 Sri Lankan Washingtonians converged at the Meadowbrook Community Center at Chevy Chase for 
the lavish Aluth Avurudu celebration organized by the Sri Lanka Association of Washington D.C. The event 
was attended by clergy from the DC and Wheaton temples, staff from the Sri Lankan Embassy and their 
families, the President and members of the Ranga Kala Kavaya and nine past presidents of the Association. 

After the opening with Buddhist, Hindu, Christian and Muslim rites, the Ambassador for Sri Lanka, His 
Excellency Bernard Goonetilleke, dwelt on the importance of this New Year celebration for people throughout 
most of South and South-East Asia.  

Two exquisitely performed traditional dances enlivened the opening ceremony to the delight of the audience 
just before the repast of milk rice and traditional Sri Lankan sweet meats.  The selection of the little Avurudu 
kumaraya and kumari, were followed by numerous fun-filled traditional sporting events that took up most of the 
afternoon.  

Art Show and BBQ  
On July 29, 2006 SLAWDC organized the Summer Spend-The-Day at the Maplewood-Alta Vista local park in 
Bethesda Maryland.  The day started with the cricket game to select the SLAWDC team.  While the serious 
cricketers were at practice out doors in the heated sun, the artists were exhibiting their talent inside the 
community hall. There was a remarkable display of art pieces from the local artists in the Greater Washington 
area.  These included paintings by Badra Ranasinghe, Nirmala Semasinghe, Shyami Codippily, and Sunethra 
De Silva, pottery and paintings by Dilini Abeywarna and photography by Erangi Batugahage.  The participants 
were hosted to a delicious barbeque prepared by the board members in attendance. Friendly games of 
badminton, soccer and rugby followed with everyone in attendance enjoying a day out in the sun.        
  
26th Annual New York Vs. Washington DC Cricket encounter 
The 26th  NY-DC cricket encounter was held in Denville, New Jersey on August 12th in conjunction with the 
annual "Sri Lanka Day" celebration organized by The Sri Lanka Association of New York.  
 
This year’s SLAWDC team comprising of Shawn Corera – Captain, Hiru Padmakumara – Vice Captain, Rasan 
Amintha, Manjula Dissanayake (WK), Dhanusha Ponnamperuma, Dakshi De Silva, Suraj Navaratne, Don 
Milroy, Upul Abeywarna, Mahil Abeywarna and Maheshan Fernando won the Trophy after five long years.  
Gayanga Opatha was the team manager.  
 
President SLAWDC Lasantha Dahanaike and President SLANY Mrs. Rajini Jagoda handed out the trophies. 
The day concluded with the players and guests being treated to a delicious buriyani meal.  
 

http://www.slawdc.com/


Dinner Hosted by the Board Directors in Honor of the SLAWDC Cricket Team 
A Dinner was hosted by the Board of Directors to celebrate the Cricket win by our SLAWDC team at the 
annual New York vs. Washington DC cricket encounter.   The Dinner held at President-Elect Dakshi De Silva’s  
 
home was attended by the SLAWDC Cricket team, SLAWDC Board of Directors, the Vice Patrons of 
SLAWDC and other guests. 
 
Joint Happy hour with SLYPA 
Members of SLAWDC and Sri Lankan Young Professional Association (SLYPA) got together and organized a 
networking happy hour on September 22, 2006 at Guapos Restaurant in Bethesda, Maryland.  We were honored 
to have the company of Minister of Education, Hon. Susil Premajayantha   and Minister of Mass Media and 
Information, Hon. Anura Priyadharshana Yapa.  It was a great opportunity for members of both groups to meet 
with the current Ministers of the Sri Lankan Parliament and engage in direct conversations with them regarding 
their respective fields of expertise.  
 
Children's Christmas Party                
A Children’s Christmas party was held on December 16, 2006 from at the Chevy Chase Meadowbrook 
Community Center.  This year’s event was attended by 30 children and their parents; far exceeding the number 
of attendees in previous years. The evening began with a welcome speech by chief organizer Mangala 
Baddeliyanage followed by the arrival of Mr. Don Baddeliyanage who never fails to impersonate Santa to 
perfection.   
 
Much to the delight of those present, Ambassador Goonethillake and his charming wife Maria graced the 
occasion with their presence. The evening concluded with everyone enjoying a sumptuous assortment of 
refreshments.  
 
New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance            
This year’s New Year’s Eve Gala was held in grandeur at the newly renovated Hilton Hotel in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. Over 260 members and friends of the Sri Lankan community joined in the spirit and fun of 
celebrating the New Year in a beautiful setting with delicious food, great music, and champagne!   
 
President Dahanaike welcomed those present and thanked the board members for their support and hard work 
during the year.  He also took the opportunity to thank and bid farewell to out-going DCM, Ambassador 
Ravinatha Aryasinha who graced the occasion as Chief Guest. Thereafter Ambassador Aryasinha addressed the 
gathering. 
 
The dancing began to the melodious tunes of Mr. Fahmy Nazick who enticed everyone in to the spirit of the 
evening.  DJ Shawn did a tremendous job filling in with a combination of music ranging from Waltz, to Rock 
N’ Roll to Pop and the latest dance music; not forgetting the ‘Baila’ to entertain a diversified crowd who danced 
the night away.   
 
As the night came to an end, another wonderful year dawned for SLAWDC to look forward to! 
 
Farewell Luncheon for Ambassador Ravinatha Aryasinha 
SLAWDC hosted a farewell luncheon on January 27, 2007 for out going Deputy Chief of Mission, Ambassador 
Ravinatha Aryasinha for his dedicated services to the Sri Lanakan Community in Washington DC. 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
AWARDS PRESENTED by SLAWDC 
 
Award of Honor for Past President Anjalika Silva 
SLAWDC presented Ms. Anjalika Silva with an award in recognition of her dedicated service to the Sri Lankan 
Community in Washington DC. 
 
Visharada Amaradeva 
An Award in recognition of his musical achievements was presented to Pundit Dr. W.D. Amaradeva by the 
SLAWDC, at the “Amara Piyasara” concert held in Kensington, Maryland in April. 
  
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS SUPPORED BY SLAWDC 
 
Reaching out Program initiated by the Embassy of Sri Lanka 
The “Reaching Out Program” imitated by the Embassy hopes to keep the Sri Lankan expatriated informed of 
types of events/activities that the Embassy hosts.  The Embassy also seeks to gain a better understanding of how 
it can serve the expatriate Sri Lankan community in the U.S.  This is the first time that such a direct linkage 
between the Embassy and the expatriates has been established and the embassy believes it is both long overdue 
and a necessary extension of its activities.  We encourage all Sri Lanka Association members to consider 
joining this network. 
 
Opening of the Minnesota Buddhist Vihara 
Ven Katugastota Uparatana Nayaka Thero from the Wheaton Temple, Ambassador Bernard Goonetilleke and 
SLAWDC President Lasantha Dahanaike attended the opening ceremony of the Minnesota Buddhist Vihara in 
Minneapolis on June 24, 2006. We wish Ven Witiyala Seewalie President and Abbot of the Minnesota Buddhist 
Vihara and his devotees much success.  

 
South Asian Food Bazaar and Crafts Sale 
The organizers of “Schools for Sri Lanka” had South Asian food bazaar and craft sale to raise funds to complete 
a tsunami relief project at Bourna Vista Maha Vidyalaya (one of the oldest Sri Lankan schools) in Galle.  The 
event was held on Saturday, July 22nd, from 11:30 A.M to 4:30 P.M at the Church of the Redeemer, 6201 Dun 
Robbin Drive in Bethesda, MD 20817. 

 
Events sponsored by Educate Lanka (Wave of Hope)– A Student Non-Profit Organization 
Wave of Hope founded in April 2005, for the solitary purpose of rebuilding schools and houses that were 
affected by the devastating Tsunami in Sri Lanka raised approximately $15,000 in the course of three months. 
After realizing the impressive success of the Wave of Hope campaign, the same students decided to form 
“Educate Lanka” to take the rebuilding process of Sri Lanka a few steps forward. Educate Lanka intends to act 
as an independent entity to bring together a group of Sponsors/Donors from all over the world to support those 
children who desperately seek financial support to continue/start their education.  Following fundraising events 
by Educate Lanka were attended/supported by SLAWDC:  
 
• 2nd Annual Wave of Hope “7-A-Side Cricket Encounter” – July 22nd, 2006 at Strawberry Knoll 

Grounds, Gaithersburg, MD, 20879 
 
• Inaugural “Sri Lanka Talent Competition” – January 7, 2007 
 
 
 



 
Arangetram by Four Young Sri Lankans  
It was an inspiring dance performance with overtones of beauty, color and festivity. This was the Arangetram 
performed by four Sri Lankan-Americans, sisters Devika, Monoja and Nadika Wimalakantha and their cousin, 
Tharanie Amarawardana of the Sri Lankan Youth Dance group in Washington DC.   This quartet, who over the 
years have delighted Washington audiences with their professional performances of Sri Lankan dancing 
included Sri Lankan dances and a choreography of the Sri Lankan Vanams as part of the Arangetram.   They 
became the first Sri Lankans to perform a multiple Arangetram in the DC area when they performed on October 
15, 2006, at the Rockville Civic Center.  
 
Maname   
Dr. Ediriweera Sarachchandra’s Maname, was staged in Maryland recently to a full house to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of this classic drama. “Ape Kattiya,” the organizers of this event said that despite many challenges, 
every aspect of the show was fulfilled to satisfaction.  The stage production was complete with intricate lighting 
and the audience was mesmerized by the magical lyrics that ran through the entire drama and the 
professionalism of the dramatists.  
 
Project Peds – Benefit Concert 
On October 14, 2006, a benefit concert was held featuring the world-renowned tandem, “Eranga and Prianga,” 
and a first rate Bharata Natyam dancer, Meera Arumuganathan, for Project Peds: Sri Lanka Tsunami Relief.  
Project Peds is a coalition of two leading American pediatric institutions, Children’s National Medical Center 
(CNMC) in Washington, D.C. and Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh (CHP), and the World Children’s Initiative 
(WCI).  As its primary focus, Project Peds seeks to rehabilitate the pediatrics ward of Matara General Hospital, 
in the tsunami-battered southern coast of Sri Lanka.  
 
Carols by Candle Light 
The Sri Lankan American Catholic Association of Metropolitan Washington (SLACAMW) celebrated the 
festive season on December 2, 2006  at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 6701 Muncaster Mill Road, Derwood, MD 
20855.    
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The Board of Directors are pleased to present the following Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Association of 
Greater Washington, Inc. (SLAGW). 
 
Governance 
The Board of Directors of the Sri Lanka Association of Washington, D.C. (SLAWDC), duly elected at the 31st 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on March 25, 2006, provides the overall guidance, stewardship and 
management to SLAGW. As the affiliate organization of SLAWDC, responsible for its humanitarian, charitable 
and educational activities, SLAGW receives support from the parent organization in carrying out the mandate 
granted by its members. The Board held four meetings during the course of the year. 
 
501(c)(3) tax exempt status for the Association was granted subject to a 5-year Advance Ruling Period, by letter 
of March 5, 2002.  On completion of the 5-year Advance Ruling Period, SLAGW filed the necessary paperwork 
with the IRS, and was granted the status of a Public Charity in 2006.  
 
A Special Tsunami Committee of the Board was appointed at the first Board meeting by the President to 
investigate the management and disbursements of the Tsunami funds.  The Special Committee comprised of 
President-elect Dakshi De Silva, Director - Kenneth Abeywickrama, and SLAGW Treasurer - Suraj Navaratne.  
The findings were presented to the Board in March 2007.  President Dahanaike and President-elect De Silva 
also visited Sri Lanka with regards to the Tsunami projects that were funded. 
 
The Charitable Committee consisting of the Tsunami committee members and President Lasantha Dahanaike, 
met on three occasions during the year to discuss matters related to other charities funded by SLAGW.   
 
Annual General Meeting 
The following members were elected to serve on the Board for 2006/2007 at the Annual General Meeting held 
on March 25, 2006. 
 
President: Lasantha Dahanaike  President Elect: Dakshi De Silva 
Secretary: Sandra Ismail   Asst. Secretary: Rashika Padmakumara 
Treasurer: Dhanu Ponnamperuma Treasurer:  Suraj Navaratne 

(SLAWDC)      (SLAGW) 
 
Directors: 
Upul Abeywarna    Gayanga Opatha 
Kenneth Abeywickrama   Anomi Wijesooriya 
Mangala Baddeliyanage 
 
Election of Honorary Auditor for 2006/2007 
Mr. Kosala Tantula was proposed by Ms. Anomi Wijesooriya and seconded by Mrs. Mangala Baddeliyanage to 
serve as Honorary Auditor of the Association for 2006/2007. 
 
Board Meetings and Special Committee for Charitable Giving 
The Board had three regular meetings and one emergency meeting during the year. Ms. Anomi Wijesooriya 
tendered her resignation during the year under review. The Board did not nominate anyone else to fill the 
vacancy for the remaining fiscal year. 



 
A special committee was appointed at the first Board meeting of the Board of Directors to oversee the project 
status of Tsunami funding.  The committee comprised of President-elect Dakshi De Silva, Director - Kenneth 
Abeywickrama, and SLAGW Treasurer, Suraj Navaratne who met on five occasions during the fiscal year to 
discuss issues primarily concerning the Tsunami funds.   
 
WWW.SLAWDC.Com
The SLAWDC website was revamped in 2006 to give a new look and include additional features.  The 
community can now view all community events besides that of SLAWDC listed on the calendar.  The 
community can also now advertise their business under “Community Businesses” for a nominal fee.  The Board 
wishes to thank Mrs. Dilini Abeywarna for her hard work in re-designing the website.  
 
Serendib 
The Associations newsletter was redesigned in 2006 and now includes community news in addition to that of 
SLAWDC.  The community’s response to the new look was enormous and the Board encourages the 
membership to contact the editor with any newsworthy items that they wish to be included. The Board also 
wishes to announce that the newsletter will now be only sent via e-mail and hard copies will be discontinued, 
keeping with changing times.  
 
Finances 
SLAGW total funds collected for the period ending January 31, 2007 is $7,672.  The total distribution of funds 
for the period from March 1st, 2006 thru January 31st, 2007 was $322,609.   Tsunami related fund distribution 
was $320,050 and the General fund distribution was $2,559.  It must be noted that 95% of Tsunami funds were 
distributed by the previous board during the Interim period from February 1st, 2006 and March 27th, 2007.   
 
Tsunami Funds Distribution 
The following distributions were made by the previous board during the interim period from February 1, 2006 
and March 27th, 2006 
 

Beneficiary Date Amount 
Lanka Humanitarian Development Foundation 2/16/06 $32,593 
Lanka Humanitarian Development Foundation 3/20/6 $38,000 
Synergy Comm. Network 3/10/06 $2,468 
Read Write SL 3/10/06 $6,444 
Read Write SL 3/21/06 $3,086 
Mithuruwela 3/20/06 $1,201 
Friends of Lanka Tsunami Relief (FOLTR) 3/24/06 $10,363 
Adopt Sri Lanka 3/23/06 $180,246

  
The following distributions were approved and made by the current board.   
 

Beneficiary Date Amount 
Friends of Lanka Tsunami Relief 9/8/06 $12,443 
Janavijaya Foundation 11/30/06 $33,206 

 
 
It must be noted that according to the memorandum of understanding entered by the previous board with 
Janavijaya foundation the balance of contribution due was $75,000.  Since the funds were not available the 
board decided to donate only the necessary funds to complete the projects already started.  The board wasn’t 
also aware of the balance of funds due to Friends of Lanka Tsunami relief (FOLTR).  After evaluating the MOU 
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entered by the previous board with FOLTR, and taking in to account the available funds the board unanimously 
agreed to contribute the balance due $12,435. 
 
General Fund Distribution 
 
Organization Amount Organization Amount 
Educate Lanka $540 NEST $475 
Richmond Fellowship Home $475 Manarosa Home Dankotuwa $475 
Ratmalana Deaf and Blind School $475 Panadura Children’s Home $119 

 
 
   
SLAGW ACTIVITIES 
 
Educate Lanka  
"EducateLanka" is a subsidiary of the “Wave of Hope” Foundation, an independent, non-profit student 
fundraising campaign established in April, 2005 by Manjula Dissanayake and Rasan Amitha two fellow 
SLAWDC members.  The founders believe “Education” of the youth is the foundation of every country. After 
witnessing the desperate situation in Sri Lanka, they considered it their responsibility and obligation to step up 
to the plate and give back to Sri Lanka what she has bestowed in all of us over so many years. Thus, the 
decision to create a unique path for all of the expatriates who live in different parts of the world to come 
together and give a helping hand to the underserved children in Sri Lanka to fulfill their lifetime dream – 
EDUCATION. 
 
The board unanimously decided to sponsor two students, Udayangani Samarakoon an A/Level student and 
Gayani Wijeratne a university student. SLAGW donated $540.00 towards the sponsorsips. 
 
 
NEST, Hendala 
This is a branch of a non-profit organization which is spread over many districts throughout the country. With 
the help of international and local donors, they offer rehabilitation and support services to people diagnosed 
with long-term illnesses, such as AIDS, victims of drug abuse, mental illness, etc. Subsequent to hospitalization, 
the patient can transfer to one of these facilities, for probably one or two months and are cared for by a group of 
very enthusiastic, compassionate and well trained staff, who receive their guidance and training from none other 
than the NESTS’ Patron, Dr. Diyanath Samarasinghe, Associate Professor, Psychiatric Dept. of the Medical 
Faculty, University of Colombo. 

The two main goals of the NEST are first to steer people away from prolonged institutionalization (which is 
very common in Sri Lanka), bring them in to the halfway home where they are surrounded with peace, calm and 
tranquility (not forgetting the emphasis on medications when deemed necessary). They are also taught life-
skills, and then reunited with family and the community. Secondly, NEST takes a firm stand on denouncing 
stigmatization, which as we are all aware, could play a major role in the recovery process and enhancing their 
quality of life.  SLAGW donated $475.00 in support of this project. 

 
Richmond Fellowship Lanka (RFL) 
RFL is a registered NGO under the Voluntary Social Services Act in Sri Lanka. It is a non-profit voluntary 
organization that offers skilled care to those who are mentally and emotionally disturbed and who require 
rehabilitation in addition to medication before they can re-integrate with the family and the community. RFL 
provides accommodation for twenty males and females.  
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